
ABSENT VOTER APPLICATION 

The Secretary of State has made the decision to send an Absent Voter (AV) Ballot 
Application to all voters in the State of Michigan for the upcoming 2020 elections. This 
decision was not communicated to your County or Local Clerks until the announcement 
was made yesterday. 

Here are a few things that you as a Voter should be aware of: 

1. Your right to vote is important to myself and your Local Clerk. 

2. It is your choice to Vote in-person or to Vote by absentee.  

3. The AV application will come from the State of Michigan if you are not already 
signed up on your Local Clerks Auto AV Application list. If you are currently on 
the Auto AV Application list, the AV application will come from your Local Clerk. 

4. The Bureau of Elections has not provided when the mailing is planned to be sent 
out but I expect it to be sooner rather than later. If you choose to vote by 
Absentee, please return the AV Application to your Local Clerk sooner rather 
than later as well. 

5. The AV application allows you to:  

a) Request an Absentee ballot for August only.  

b) Request an Absentee ballot for November only.  

c) Request an Absentee ballot for August and November.  

d) Request to be placed on the Auto AV Application list for future elections. 

6. The AV application is returned to your LOCAL CLERK. 

7. Once the AV application is returned to your Local Clerk, a ballot will be mailed to 
you. Ballots are in design stage right now and will not be available to the Local 
Clerks until June 20th. 

8. The Local Clerks and myself are working together to plan for a safe environment 
for a Voter to vote in-person the best that we can. 

9. If you vote by Absentee, also know that your Local Clerk has procedures in place 
to follow to maintain the security of your voted ballot from the time that it is 
received back by the Local Clerk until it is processed on Election Day. 

Your Local Clerk and I are communicating regularly to keep up on the changes that have 
been happening and to share thoughts on how to best move forward to protect the 
Election Inspectors and the Voters on Election Day. 

The most important thing to remember is to VOTE! 

Jodi Fetting 

Tuscola County Clerk 


